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Phillips to Offer Fresh-to-Market Drawings by
Jean-Michel Basquiat in March New Now Sale

Seven Pages of Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails,
Featuring Hallmark Imagery from Basquiat's Oeuvre
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Jean-Michel Basquiat
Eight works: (i—vii) Untitled from Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails; (viii) Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails, Executed in 1986
Estimate: $150,000 - 200,000

NEW YORK — 23 FEBURARY 2023 — Phillips is excited to offer Jean-Michel Basquiat’s Eight works: (i—vii) Untitled
from Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails; (viii) Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails, consisting of seven embellished pages
extracted from Harry MacElhone’s seminal Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails. The current lot is a testament to
Basquiat’s idiosyncratic drawing style as well as the pulsing art scene in New York in the ‘80s. This group of works
was originally gifted by the artist to Randy Gun, a New York-based musician who had a friendship with the artist in
the 1980s,. With references to the iconic “Eroica” phrase and other significant motifs in Basquiat’s career, this group
of works is a rare insight into the artist’s practice and personal life. After spending meaningful time together at Great
Jones Cafe, where Gun was a bartender, Basquiat gifted this special selection of drawings to Gun. Dedicated to
Randy as the “BEST BARTENDER IN N.Y.,” the present work is an everlasting memory of Basquiat’s private life
and New York City in the 1980s.
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oeuvre. One of the pages feature the repetition of the word “Eroica

FROlca which predates a later series of larger paintings and collages Basquiat
,4 EROICA] made in the ‘80s where the same word is displayed prominently in the
N T T foreground. Two of the works relate directly to music and musicians, an
,F—:;] Dﬂo m E Bl often-visited theme of Basquiat’'s and aptly appropriate as a gift for Gun,
E_R_"'iﬁj o who was also a musician.
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On another of the pages, Basquiat depicts a figure that closely
!'E Ro | cA resembles Glass Nose, a large-scale painting by the artist executed in

1987, with the title likely being a play on the words ‘Glasnost’, a term
used in the mid-1980s in reference to the revitalization of the
Communist Party in
support of the freedom of
information. Both the drawing seen in Harry’s ABC of Mixing Cocktails
and the 1987 painting show the figure of a soldier eating a banana while @< H Qﬁ ®
highlighting a sense of relief, comedy, and social progress. Alongside 2
this illustration is the atomic symbol, alluding to the growing fear of
nuclear warfare during that time.
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Allusions to the fax machine and the registered trademark symbol also
figure in the present lot, emblematic of Basquiat's use of technology
and innovation. Reminiscent of the hip hop practice of combining R ™
musical tracks to create one symphonic sound, Basquiat's style of
layering, remixing, and collaging is highly synesthetic and eternally
poetic.

Auction: 8 March 2023

Auction viewing: 27 February — 8 March

Location: 432 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022

Click here for more information: https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/NY010123

ABOUT PHILLIPS FOLLOW US ON:
Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated

expertise in the areas of 20th Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, »

Phillips offers professional services and advice on all aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at O

salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further served through representative
offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction platform accessible

anywhere in the world. In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities through auction, Phillips brokers

private sales and offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other financial services.

Visit www.phillips.com for further information.
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. ° ¢
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