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Phillips and Art Start Announce  
Industry-Leading Apprenticeship Program,  
the First-of-its-Kind for the Auction World  
 

 

 

Program to Create Alternative Pathways for Careers in the Art Market   
 
Applications Now Open to the Public for Fall 2023 
 

 
 
NEW YORK – 21 JUNE 2023 – Phillips and Art Start are proud to announce the launch of The Phillips 

Apprenticeship, a first-of-its-kind program for the auction industry, promoting inclusivity in the art market by fostering 

a more open and diverse career landscape. Apprentices will gain firsthand experience in the various career paths 

that are available in the secondary market, while being immersed in works of 20th Century & Contemporary Art, 

Design, Editions, Photographs, Jewels, and Watches. Apprenticeships in areas such as specialist departments, 

Events, Operations, Property Handling, and Client Services, will last 12 months and will lead to full-time job offers 

upon successful completion.  Applications are now open for Fall 2023 through the Art Start website.  

 

Danny Arenas, LMSW, Director of Programs and Impact, Art Start, said, “This ground-breaking 

apprenticeship has the potential to serve as a pivotal moment in the lives of the young adults we work with at 

Art Start. Our participants are highly capable, self aware, and motivated emerging artists, and yet still face 

barriers to opportunity that will persist without changes to the arts employment landscape. This apprenticeship 

will shrink the opportunity gap by connecting them directly to training and employment. It’s an impactful 

investment for doors that were previously closed to become open and engage young people who have been 

historically marginalized. At Phillips, these apprentices will have a chance to learn and provide a much-needed, 

fresh voice and perspective so that the art world hears and represents the experiences of many.” 

https://art-start.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1092bf95d6d167207ee2401e8&id=5158944a92&e=b3cb18fef1


Michelle Petrazzuolo, Phillips’ Director of DEIA and Talent Acquisition, said, “The Phillips Apprenticeship 

program spearheaded by Phillips and Art Start is set to completely alter the landscape of an industry that has 

recently been making great headway in prioritizing diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. With the New York 

State Department of Labor having approved this entirely new trade, we are now in a position to create systemic 

change by reaching directly into underrepresented communities with opportunities that were previously inaccessible 

to them. We are thrilled to have the opportunity to partner with Art Start on this groundbreaking initiative, which we 

hope will serve as a template for other organizations to emulate, and join us in making true change in the fine arts 

industry.” 

 

The apprenticeship is another step on Phillips’ journey to serve as an agent and model for change, with Ms. 

Petrazzuolo recently serving as a speaker at the 2023 Forum for Workplace inclusion. It follows a number of internal 

change initiatives in the DEIA space, such as inclusive recruitment practices and guides for staff and leaders, so 

everyone at Phillips shares in the responsibility and goal of creating a more inclusive workplace. Phillips plans to 

expand the apprenticeship to additional locations, eventually making it a global program in partnership with other 

exceptional non-profit partners in diverse communities.  

 
 

About Art Start 

Art Start is a nationally-recognized arts organization that uses the creative process and collaborations with 

the creative arts and media industries to nurture the voices of historically marginalized youth, offering a 

space to imagine, believe, and represent their creative vision for their lives and communities. For more 

information on Art Start, how to get involved or make a donation, please visit our site: www.art-start.org  

 

ABOUT PHILLIPS 

Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated 

expertise in the areas of 20th Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and 

Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and advice on all aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions 

are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further served through 

representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online 

auction platform accessible anywhere in the world.  In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities 

through auction, Phillips brokers private sales and offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other 

financial services. 

Visit www.phillips.com for further information. 
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 

 

PRESS CONTACTS:             
PHILLIPS – Jaime Israni, Public Relations Director, Americas     jisrani@phillips.com    
ART START – Johanna De Los Santos, Co-Executive Director/Chief Growth Officer, Johanna@art-start.org 
 
PHILLIPS NEW YORK – 432 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 
PHILLIPS LONDON – 30 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 6EX 
PHILLIPS HONG KONG – G/F, WKCDA Tower, West Kowloon Cultural District, No. 8 Austin Road, West 
Kowloon 
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