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Phillips Announces Highlights from the London Design 
Auction 
 
Sale on 31 October to be Led by a Group of Works by Jean Royère, 
Outstanding Italian Pre, Post War and Modernist Design, and an 
Exceptional Work from the Wiener Werkstätte  
 

 

LONDON – 17 OCTOBER 2023 – Phillips is pleased to announce highlights from the London Design auction, taking 

place on 31 October. Featuring 136 lots, the sale brings together rare and important works of 20th and 21st century 

French, Italian, Brazilian, Contemporary, and Scandinavian design. Ahead of the Design auction on 31 October, 

the sale will be on view at Phillips’ London galleries on Berkeley Square from 25 to 31 October, alongside the 

exhibition for Lucie Rie and Hans Coper, Exceptional Ceramics: Selections from the Estate of Jane Coper and the 

former Collection of Cyril Frankel, which will be offered in a standalone auction on the following day,1 November.  

 

Domenico Raimondo, Senior Director, Head of Design, Europe and Senior International Specialist, said “We 

are delighted to present our Fall auction in London which features an extraordinary and diverse selection of material. 

From the sought-after designs of Jean Royère to a mythological sculpture by Janine Janet, and the creative genius 

of G.R.A.U. and Studio B.B.P.R, this auction offers a diverse selection of exceptional craftsmanship spanning the 

20th and 21st centuries.”  

 

Leading the sale is a group of works designed in the mid-1950s by Jean Royère. In the late 1940s, Royère met and 

partnered with Lebanese architect Nadim Majdalani. They collaborated from the 1940s through the 1960s, working 

Jean Royère 
Coffee table, circa 1955 

Estimate £120,000 - 180,000 

Josef Hoffmann 

Unique sideboard, circa 1927 

Estimate £50,000 - 70,000 

 

https://www.phillips.com/press/release/phillips-unveils-the-most-important-group-of-works-by-lucie-rie-and-hans-coper-to-ever-come-to-auction
https://www.phillips.com/press/release/phillips-unveils-the-most-important-group-of-works-by-lucie-rie-and-hans-coper-to-ever-come-to-auction


on numerous residential and commercial projects in a rapidly growing Lebanon. Royère gained international 

recognition for his work in Lebanon, which was widely acclaimed and featured in many publications. The current 

Royère collection of five works comes from Galerie L'Atelier, opened by Majdalani in 1955 to showcase Royère's 

works permanently. Ali Bazzi, a former Lebanese diplomat, acquired these pieces for his new house after his 

wedding in the mid-1950s. The designs reflect Royère's signature style, featuring elements like the 'Tour Eiffel' 

lattice, sinuous curves, and perforations, making this collection emblematic of Royère's creative output. 

 

Josef Hoffmann’s unique sideboard was designed and built for the 1927 Vienna Art Show, reflecting the artistic 

renewal and the economic realities of the period. At that time, amidst creative success, Hoffmann faced challenging 

circumstances as the artistic director of the Wiener Werkstätte. Economic decline, hyperinflation, and 

unemployment impacted luxury production which was dependent on upper-middle-class patronage. Hoffmann's 

brilliance had shone at the 1925 International Exhibition of Decorative Arts in Paris, where he won the Order of the 

Legion of Honour and subsequent fame followed. This sideboard’s uniqueness stems from its design and red colour. 

 

Janine Janet  
Unique 'Tête d'Actéon', 1964 
Estimate £60,000 - 80,000 

Janine Janet was celebrated for her imaginative mythological sculptures and 

captivating displays created in collaboration with fashion designer Cristobal 

Balenciaga. Tête d’Acteon, which was commissioned by Balenciaga, depicts 

the metamorphosis of Actaeon, the hunter transformed into a stag by Diana. 

Janet's ambitious displays like those she created for Balenciaga were 

showcased independently, often without the designer's garments, serving as 

a representation of the brand's essence and intrigued the Parisian public with 

their compelling narratives.  Janet also had a close creative partnership with 

poet and artist Jean Cocteau, collaborating on costume designs for his Orphic 

Trilogy in the 1950s, reflecting their shared fascination with mythology. 

 

 
 

 

A standout highlight of the sale is a selection of eight works by the Roman Architects and Urbanists Group 

(G.R.A.U.). In the 1950s and 1960s, Italy saw a shift in architectural dialogue which moved away from international 

modernism. The construction of key buildings like Milan's Torre Velasca and Venice's Casa alle Zattere, contributed 

to a new focus on historical and urban aspects, emphasising a synthesis between history and contemporary design. 

G.R.A.U.'s work, shaped by this context, underscored the inseparability of architecture and urban planning. They 

restored the 16th-century Villa of Cardinal Chigi in Ariccia, near Rome, with a strong focus on historical and 

symmetrical design and these pieces were commissioned and created for that space in 1967. Their furniture design 

paralleled this perspective-driven approach, embodying an architectural character that blurred the lines between 

furniture and architecture, reflecting Italy's rich design tradition.  

 

G.R.A.U. 
Custom table, circa 1967 
Estimate £7,000 - 9,000 

 

 
G.R.A.U. 

Custom bookcase, circa 1967 
Estimate £6,000 - 8,000 

 
G.R.A.U. 

Pair of custom chests of drawers, circa 1967 
Estimate £6,000 - 8,000 

 



 

This sale offers an exceptionally strong selection of Italian lighting, from Studio B.B.P.R, to Venini and Max Ingrand’s 

Prototype Ceiling Light. Never put into mass production, Ingrand’s Prototype Ceiling Light is a striking departure 

from traditional lighting fixtures of its era. Fontana Arte was founded in the early 1930s by Luigi Fontana, under the 

creative direction of Pietro Chiesa and Gio Ponti. After Chiesa’s death in 1948, Ponti temporarily took over the 

creative direction whilst looking for a suitable replacement for Chiesa. In 1954, he appointed Max Ingrand as 

creative director for the company and over a decade, Ingrand designed some of the most iconic pieces ever 

produced by Fontana Arte. This work, acquired directly from Fontana Arte in 1961, epitomises the essence of the 

firm’s modern design philosophy. At the heart of this forward-looking work lies an irregularly shaped shade, 

composed of three imposing individual thick glass panes and one large partially-acid etched multi-faceted glass 

shade which hovers below them. The deliberate unevenness of these elements challenges the norms of symmetry 

and revealing a unique and captivating aesthetic. 

 

Studio B.B.P.R. 
Ceiling light, circa 1962 

Estimate £70,000 - 90,000 

 

VENINI 

Pair of monumental 'Poliedri' ceiling lights, from 
the Teatro Giacosa, Aosta, circa 1962 

Estimate £30,000 - 50,000 

 
Max Ingrand 

Prototype ceiling light, model no. RA 2631, 
circa 1961 

Estimate £25,000 - 35,00 

 

A leading Scandinavian highlight of the sale is a rare sofa designed by Nanna 

and Jørgen Ditzel circa 1945. This work comes to auction at a milestone 

moment in the history of design as 2023 marks 100 years since Nanna Ditzel 

was born. Often referred to as the ‘Grande Dame of Danish Design’, Nanna 

Ditzel is considered one of the most influential Danish designers of the 20th 

century. Ditzel’s unique approach to furniture design was pioneering for its 

time, her work was characterised by organic and dynamic forms inspired by 

nature. The resulting designs, such as the present curved sofa, were 

functional, comfortable, simple and decorative.  
 
 

 Nanna and Jørgen Ditzel  
Rare sofa, circa 1945 

Estimate £6,000 - 8,000 

 

Additional highlights include works by José Zanine Caldas, Shiro Kuramata, Maison Desny, and Ico Parisi.  
 



 
José Zanine Caldas 

Rare free-form coffee table, circa 1970 
Estimate £30,000 - 50,000 

 
Shiro Kuramata  

'Glass' chair, 1976 
Estimate £18,000 - 24,000 

 

 
Maison Desny 

Adjustable floor lamp, circa 1930 
Estimate £30,000 - 50,000 

 
Ico Parisi  

Unique desk, circa 1966 
Estimate £12,000 - 18,000 

 
Auction: 31 October 2023 
Auction viewing: 25 October - 31 October 
Location: Phillips, 30 Berkeley Square, London, United Kingdom, W1J 6EX 

Click here for more information: https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/UK050423  
 
ABOUT PHILLIPS 

Phillips: where the world’s curious and bold connect with the art, design and luxury that inspires them. As a leading 

global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century works, Phillips offers dedicated expertise in the areas of 

Modern and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry. Auctions and exhibitions are 

primarily held in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, with representative offices based throughout Europe, 

the United States and Asia. Phillips offers a regular selection of live and online auctions, along with items available 

for immediate purchase. Phillips also offers a range of services and advice on all aspects of collecting, including 

private sales and assistance with appraisals, valuations, and financial planning. 

Visit phillips.com for further information.  
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 

 

PRESS CONTACTS:             
LONDON – Katie Carder, Head of Press and Corporate Communications, Europe        kcarder@phillips.com 
LONDON – Anna Chapman, Press & Strategic Partnerships Officer                       achapman@phillips.com 
 
PHILLIPS NEW YORK – 432 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 
PHILLIPS LONDON – 30 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 6EX 
PHILLIPS HONG KONG – G/F, WKCDA Tower, West Kowloon Cultural District, No. 8 Austin Road, West Kowloon 
 

FOLLOW US ON: 
 

    

    

    
 

 
WeChat 

 
RED 

 

https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/UK050423
mailto:kcarder@phillips.com
https://www.instagram.com/phillipsauction/
https://www.facebook.com/phillipsauction
https://twitter.com/phillipsauction
https://www.pinterest.com/phillipsauction/_created/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCspEDiNKsoS7GkWKMX5CIrg
https://www.weibo.com/phillipsauction

