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Phillips Announces Highlights Ahead of the London 

Photographs Auction 
 

Sale on 22 November to be led by Richard Avedon’s Iconic 1967 Portrait 

Portfolio of The Beatles  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Avedon 

Richard Avedon, The Beatles Portfolio: John Lennon, Ringo Starr, George Harrison and Paul McCartney, London, August 11, 1967  
© The Richard Avedon Foundation 
Estimate: £700,000 - 900,000 

 

LONDON – 7 November 2022 – Phillips is pleased to announce highlights ahead of the London Photographs 

auction on 22 November. Comprising 139 lots, the sale is led by Richard Avedon’s career-defining work The Beatles 

Portfolio of 1967. Opening the sale is the single-owner offering A View from the Garden: Photographs from a Private 

Cotswolds Collection, featuring works by 20th-century masters Peter Hujar, Imogen Cunningham, and Robert 

Mapplethorpe, among others. This season’s ULTIMATE showcases sold-out works by Zhang Huan, Sohei Nishino 

and Bastiaan Woudt as well as works by auction newcomers Prince Gyasi, Ilona Langbroek, Alice Mann, Susan 

Gamble, and Jeremy Cowart. Other sale highlights include works by Man Ray, Stanislaw Ignacy Witkiewicz, Helmut 

Newton, Wolfgang Tillmans, and Nick Brandt. Closing the sale is ULTIMATE ELLEN VON UNWERTH, a selection 

of 20 Polaroids premiering at Phillips. The auction is online now with highlights on view in Phillips Paris gallery from 

7-11 November and a public preview in Phillips London galleries on Berkeley Square from 16-22 November until 

the live auction on 22 November at 2pm.  

https://www.phillips.com/press/release/phillips-to-present-ultimate-ellen-von-unwerth
https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/UK040222


 

Yuka Yamaji, Head of Photographs, Europe, and Rachel Peart, Head of Department, London, said, “We are 

delighted to present our November auction, which features our top lot The Beatles Portfolio – legendary 

photographer Richard Avedon’s generation-defining portraits of 20th century’s most iconic band as well as the 

single-owner offering A View from the Garden: Photographs from a Private Cotswolds Collection, including two 

exceptional works by Peter Hujar. The 16th edition of ULTIMATE presents collectors with a curated selection of 

exclusive works available for sale only at Phillips and introduces two new mediums to Phillips Photographs – a 

hologram and an NFT – both by artists debuting at auction. We look forward to welcoming visitors to view the sale 

in person in our Paris and London galleries this November.”  

 

Leading the sale is Richard Avedon’s celebrated portrait portfolio of The Beatles, which has remained in a private 

collection for over 20 years. Issued in small edition of 6 plus 3 artist’s proofs and rendered in the intensely saturated 

colours of the dye-transfer process, Avedon’s portraits of The Beatles leverage the photographer’s unfailing eye for 

the cultural moment and capture the genre-defying impact of four of the 20th century’s most significant musicians. 

Avedon’s The Beatles Portfolio, first published in Look magazine in January 1968, is as much a collective portrait 

of John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr as it is of the decade in which it was made. 

The musicians and the photographer were at the height of their careers when they came together in a penthouse 

studio in Thompson House, London, in August of 1967, to make these images, and the resulting portraits represent 

a collaboration of visionary proportions. 

Also featured in the sale are Richard Avedon’s iconic photographs of Audrey Hepburn and Nastassja Kinski as well 

as works from Nick Brandt and Wolfgang Tillmans. 

Richard Avedon 

Audrey Hepburn and Art Buchwald with Simone, Barbara Mullen, 

Frederick Eberstadt and Dr. Reginald Kernan, Evening Dresses by 

Balmain, Dior, Patou, Maxim's, Paris, August, 1959 

Estimate: £40,000 - 60,000 

Richard Avedon 

Nastassja Kinski and the Serpent, Los Angeles, California, June 14, 

1981 

Estimate: £55,000 - 75,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Nick Brandt 
Elephant Drinking, Amboseli, 2007 

Estimate: £70,000 - 90,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wolfgang Tillmans 

Collum, 2011 

Estimate: £50,000 - 70,000 



Included in ULTIMATE this November is Zhang Huan’s Family Tree, which was 

produced in 2000, after Zhang’s move to New York, and presents an intimate 

exploration of culture and selfhood. The writing on his face includes Chinese 

proverbs, family relations and histories, literary texts and words deriving from the 

ancient practice of physiognomy. Gradually obscuring Zhang’s discernible 

features, the calligraphy shifts from legibility into an obliterating mask. Using the 

camera to record the evolution of this ephemeral performance, the artist delves 

into the correlation between his natural and constructed self. The nine 

photographs of Family Tree together transform viewers into participants, inviting 

them not only to engage with Zhang’s performance, but also to reflect upon their 

own intrinsic and constructed identities. 

 

 
 

 

Zhang Huan 

Family Tree, 2000 

Estimate: £60,000 - 80,000 

 

Bastiaan Woudt’s 2020 Rhythm comes to auction this November through 

ULTIMATE. In this monumental, monochromatic work, Woudt highlights the 

essential elements of his subject’s silhouette, obscuring part of her face with a 

large, flat circle, against a plain background. Rhythm encapsulates the self-

taught photographer’s bold yet elegant aesthetic, developed through 

experimentations in both in-camera and post-production techniques. Drawing 

inspiration from black-and-white photographs by 20th century masters Irving 

Penn and Richard Avedon, Woudt aims to capture the essence of analogue 

photography through digital means. This striking image graces the cover of his 

2021 monograph, also titled Rhythm, and was featured in his first solo museum 

exhibition, Twist, at Bergen’s Museum Kranenburgh.   

 
Bastiaan Woudt 

Rhythm, 2020 

Estimate: £18,000 - 22,000 

 

Further highlights of ULTIMATE are photo-based works from artists making their debut at Phillips this November, 

including Prince Gyasi, Alice Mann, Ilona Langbroek, Susan Gamble, and Jeremy Cowart.  

 

Prince Gyasi 

The Arrival, 2022 

Estimate: £18,000 - 22,000 

 
Alice Mann 

Dr Van Der Ross Drummies, Cape Town, South Africa, 2017 

Estimate: £10,000 - 15,000   

 

A highlight of the sale is the single-owner offering A View from the Garden: Photographs from a Private Cotswolds 

Collection. Featuring over 30 works, this selection showcases an array of established masters such as 



Peter Hujar, Imogen Cunningham, Diane Arbus, and Robert Mapplethorpe as well as contemporary talents such 

as Joel Sternfeld, Vik Muniz, and Robert Polidori. This collection effortlessly balances strong examples of 

portraiture, still life and landscape with abstraction and conceptual art to capture the breadth the medium has to 

offer. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Hujar 

Christopher Street Pier #2, Cross Legs, 1976 

Estimate: £12,000 - 18,000 

 
Joel Sternfeld 

The East Meadows, Northampton, Massachusetts 
August 19, 2006 

Estimate: £8,000 - 12,000 

 

In addition to the live auction on 22 November, a dedicated online-only sale will open for bidding from 16 to 23 

November. A Classic Vision: Photographs from A Private European Collection will feature over 50 classic 

photographs from 20th century masters, including Henri Cartier-Bresson, Bill Brandt, Elliott Erwitt, and Garry 

Winogrand. 

 

Paris Auction Preview: 7 November - 11 November 2022 

Location: 46 Rue du Bac, Paris 75007 

London Auction Preview: 16 November - 22 November 2022 

Auction: 22 November 2022 2pm GMT 

Location: 30 Berkeley Square, London, United Kingdom, W1J 6EX 

Click here for more information: https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/UK040222  

 

ABOUT PHILLIPS 

Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated 

expertise in the areas of 20th Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, 

Phillips offers professional services and advice on all aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at 

salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further served through representative 

offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction platform accessible 

anywhere in the world.  In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities through auction, Phillips brokers 

private sales and offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other financial services. 

Visit www.phillips.com for further information. 
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 

 

PRESS CONTACTS:             
LONDON – Katie Carder, Head of Press, Europe                            kcarder@phillips.com 
LONDON – Anna Chapman, Press & Strategic Partnerships Officer                            achapman@phillips.com 
 
PHILLIPS NEW YORK – 432 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 
PHILLIPS LONDON – 30 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 6EX 
PHILLIPS HONG KONG – 14/F St. George’s Building, 2 Ice House Street, Central Hong Kong 
 

FOLLOW US ON: 
 

    

    

    

 

 

https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/UK040322
https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/UK040222
http://www.phillips.com/
mailto:kcarder@phillips.com
mailto:achapman@phillips.com
https://www.instagram.com/phillipsauction/
https://www.facebook.com/phillipsauction
https://twitter.com/phillipsauction
https://www.pinterest.com/phillipsauction/_created/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCspEDiNKsoS7GkWKMX5CIrg

