
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Phillips Announces Early Highlights from  
The New York Watch Auction: SIX  
 
The Auction House’s Inaugural Spring Watch Sale in New York to be  
Hosted on 11-12 June at 432 Park Avenue 
 
Live Sale to Feature The No. 00 George Daniels Anniversary Watch, the 
Unique Chronomètre Souverain Gifted to George Daniels by F.P. Journe, and 
Timepieces from the Collection of Academy Award® Nominee James Garner 

 

 
F.P.Journe Chronomètre Souverain  
Gifted to George Daniels by François-Paul 
Journe 
Estimate: $250,000 to $500,000 
 

 
George Daniels Anniversary Watch, No. 00 
in platinum 
Estimate: $500,000-1,000,000 

 
Heuer Carrera from the  
Collection of James Garner 
Estimate: $20,000-40,000 
 

 
NEW YORK – 7 APRIL 2022 – Phillips is pleased to announce the addition of a new Watch auction to the house’s 

expanding sale calendar. The New York Watch Auction: SIX will be hosted on 11-12 June, offering collectors over 

160 rare and historically important timepieces. Leading the sale is the very first George Daniels Anniversary Watch 

ever made, cased in platinum and bearing the unique serial number “00.” The sale also includes an F.P.Journe 

Chronomètre Souverain gifted to Dr. George Daniels, CBE, by François-Paul Journe, as well as five wristwatches 

from the acclaimed collection of American actor James Garner, led by his iconic Heuer Carrera, one of the most 

important Heuers to come to market in recent times. Highlights from the sale will travel to Singapore, London, and 

Geneva before being exhibited in New York in the lead-up to the auction in June.  

 

 



 

 

Paul Boutros, Head of Watches, Americas, and Isabella Proia, Head of Sale, New York, said, “On the heels of 

our record-breaking year, in which Phillips sold 100% of the lots offered, we are delighted to debut our new Spring 

watch auction in New York. We are thrilled to present one of the most exciting sales we have assembled to date,  

headlined by the first platinum George Daniels Anniversary watch ever offered at auction. The culmination of a 

lifetime of work, it is one of only four examples produced in platinum in collaboration with Daniels’ protegé, Roger 

Smith. Being the first ever made, with the unique serial number of 00, it is a historical record of the unparalleled 

genius of George Daniels. A further celebration of the great George Daniels is the Chronomètre Souverain given to 

him by the one and only François-Paul Journe, a watch that symbolizes the bond between two of the most significant 

names in horological history. We are also honored to have been entrusted with the sale of five watches from the 

collection of acclaimed actor James Garner, including his celebrated Heuer Carrera and Cartier Baignoire. The New 

York Watch Auction: SIX marks an exciting addition to the Phillips calendar and we look forward to sharing these 

extraordinary watches with our dedicated community of collectors across Asia and Europe before exhibiting them 

in Los Angeles and New York at 432 Park Avenue.” 

 

The George Daniels Anniversary Watch, Number “00” 

Leading the auction is the George Daniels Anniversary Watch 

in platinum, bearing the coveted serial number, “00”.  Over the 

course of Daniels’ lifetime, only 24 unique pocket watches were 

entirely hand-made by him, in addition to two completely 

unique, hand‐made wristwatches. Produced in collaboration 

with the esteemed British watchmaker, Roger Smith, two 

serially-produced, limited edition models were developed under 

his leadership and bear his signature; the George Daniels 

Millennium launched in 1998 with just over 50 examples made, 

and the George Daniels Anniversary watch launched in 2010, 

with just 35 examples produced. 

 

Dr. George Daniels, CBE, is revered as a 20th and 21st century horological 

master, whose ingenious co-axial escapement had a profound impact on the 

history of mechanical timekeeping. Daniels’ concept for the Anniversary model 

was to commemorate the 35th anniversary of his invention of the co-axial 

escapement. He approached his sole protégé, Roger Smith, who today is 

recognized as his successor and the premier British horologist, to collaborate on 

producing the series together.  

 

A total of 35 George Daniels Anniversary watches, commemorating the 35th 

anniversary of the co-axial escapement,  would be produced over the following 

years since its launch in 2010, with just four examples produced in platinum, like 

the present lot. George Daniels wanted the Anniversary model to also be a 

celebration of his life’s work, and the platinum “00” is a wonderful representation 

of the best in handmade, traditional English watchmaking. A portion of the 

proceeds from the sale will benefit The George Daniels Educational Trust, The 

Alliance of British Watch and Clock Makers, and the Horological Society of New 

York. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

F.P.Journe Chronomètre Souverain Gifted to George Daniels by Francois-Paul Journe 
Phillips is also honored to offer this unique and historically important F. 

P. Journe platinum Chronomètre Souverain wristwatch gifted to and 

owned by George Daniels. The timepiece was a gift and tribute from 

François-Paul Journe to Daniels in recognition of their enduring 

friendship, and personalized with the movement engraved, “FP to 

George Daniels my Mentor 2010”. Both Daniels and Journe had an 

appreciation and understanding of the 18th century master Abraham-

Louis Breguet, and his work is reflected in both of their timepieces. They 

sought to innovate and improve precision timekeeping with exceptional 

timepieces, that like Breguet’s timepieces, stand the test of time. 

Included with the watch is a signed letter from Journe, noting in French, “Thanks to your publications as The Art of 

Breguet or Watchmaking, I have patiently learned on my workbench to make my first watch, you know the rest.” 

 

Journe’s Chronomètre Souverain is amongst his most recognizable 

references, and was his first timepiece with a central time display. 

Released in several variations, the principle objective of these 

timepieces, as the name implies, is chronometric precision. 

Contemporary, elegant, and classic, this unique Chronomètre 

Souverain is the perfect match between the genius of its creator and 

his predecessors. The beauty of this wristwatch is not only displayed 

on the dial side, but also when turned over one is amazed by its 

superbly hand finished movement made from 18K pink gold.  

 

First appearing at auction in 2012 when items from George Daniels’ 

collection were sold following his passing, the present lot is in nearly 

unworn condition. Its unique story, personalized movement for George Daniels, completeness, and outstanding 

state of preservation make this a treasure for the connoisseur.  

 

 

Timepieces from the Collection of Academy Award® Nominee James Garner 

A selection of watches from the personal collection of American actor 

James Garner have been consigned directly by his daughter, Gigi 

Garner. The group is headlined by a Heuer Carrera reference 2447, 

notably seen in The Rockford Files and 

printed with Garner’s name on the dial. 

Heuer chronographs have been used 

for timed events from the Olympics to 

the Grand Prix of Monaco, and today 

they are sought by collectors for their 

iconic designs and technical 

innovations. In the mid-1960s, several Carreras were modified upon request by 

retailers and sponsors affiliated with Heuer to have special emblems and names 

printed on the dial. Often, these were related to auto racing. As an Indianapolis 500 

pace car driver, auto racing enthusiast, and producer and star of the 1966 movie, 

Grand Prix, it makes perfect sense that James Garner would be one of those 

entitled to receive a special Carrera. Produced in part by Garner’s own Cherokee 

Productions, the film went on to win three Academy Awards. Garner was one of the 

few actors skilled enough as a driver to train with a professional racer, igniting an 

interest in racing that would last the rest of his life. After the production and release 

Case back view featuring the engraved movement,  

“FP to George Daniels my Mentor 2010” 

James and Gigi Garner, circa 

1980s, with Mr. Garner wearing 

the Heuer Carrera 



of Grand Prix, Garner’s interest in racing continued to grow. His daughter Gigi recounted that her father attended 

at least 40 Indy 500s, and drove the pace car at the event on three separate occasions – usually with this Heuer 

Carrera on his wrist. According to Gigi, it was his “favorite everyday watch” and is seen often in pictures from the 

era and on episodes of The Rockford Files. 

 

This incredible piece of horological, automotive, and cinematic history is followed by a quartet of Cartier watches, 

most delightfully a manually-wound Cartier Baignoire. The present example, owned and worn by the actor, is a 

medium-sized model of the Baignoire Paris dating to the 1960s. Preserved in outstanding original condition, the 

case bears the eagle’s head hallmark for 18K gold imported to France, and a “Made in France” designation, 

corroborating the “Paris” dial. It was most 

notably seen and photographed on Garner’s 

wrist during the 2000 premiere of Space 

Cowboys. Likely a gift from his wife, as most 

of his watches were gifts marking special 

occasions, his daughter Gigi recounts that it 

was his “favorite dress watch.”  Garner adored 

watches, and they were no safe queens – he 

wore them regularly, on and off screen. A 

portion of the proceeds from the sale of his 

watches will benefit The James Garner Animal 

Rescue Fund, a cause very near and dear to 

him.  

 
SALE INFORMATION 
Auction: 11-12 June 2022 
Location: 432 Park Avenue, New York  
Click here for more information.  
 

INTERNATIONAL TOUR 
Singapore | 8-10 April | St. Regis Singapore, 29 Tanglin Road 
London | 21-24 April | Phillips London, 30 Berkeley Square 
Geneva | 4-8 May | Hôtel La Réserve, Bellevue 
New York | 4-10 June | Phillips New York, 432 Park Avenue 
 

### 
ABOUT PHILLIPS IN ASSOCIATION WITH BACS & RUSSO 
The team of specialists at Phillips Watches is dedicated to an uncompromised approach to quality, transparency, and client service, 
achieving a global auction sale total of $209.3 million in 2021, the most successful year for any auction house in watch auct ion history. 
 A selection of our record-breaking prices: 
 1. Paul Newman’s Rolex “Paul Newman” Daytona reference 6239 (CHF 17,709,894 / US$17,752,500) – New York Auction: Winning Icons – 
26 October 2017 – Highest result ever achieved for any vintage wristwatch at auction. 
 2. Patek Philippe reference 1518 in stainless steel (CHF 11,020,000 / US$11,112,020) – Geneva Watch Auction: FOUR – 12 November 
2016 – Highest result ever achieved for a vintage Patek Philippe wristwatch at auction. 
  

ABOUT PHILLIPS  
Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated expertise in the areas 
of 20th Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and 
advice on all aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, 
while clients are further served through representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers 
an online auction platform accessible anywhere in the world. In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities through auction, 
Phillips brokers private sales and offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other financial services.  
Visit www.phillips.com for further information.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 

PRESS CONTACTS:             
NEW YORK – Paul Lerner, Consultant                  plerner@optimistconsulting.com         +1 917 698 9998  
NEW YORK - Jaime Israni, Public Relations Director, Americas           jisrani@phillips.com                            +1 212 940 1398 
 

PHILLIPS NEW YORK - 432 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 
PHILLIPS LONDON - 30 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 6EX 
PHILLIPS HONG KONG - 14/F St. George’s Building, 2 Ice House Street, Central Hong Kong 
PHILLIPS GENEVA - Rue de la Confédération, 7 Geneva 1204 
 
VISIT US AT:  www.phillips.com/watches  

FOLLOW US ON: Instagram | Youtube | Facebook | LinkedIn | Twitter | Weibo | WeChat (use QR Code to 

right) 
 

 

James Garner, circa 1990s, wearing the Cartier Baignoire  
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